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IN THE DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

On page 3, please amend paragraph 23 as follows: 

Figure 1 A illustrates the rear of a light commercial vehicle 10, such as a van. The rear of 
the van 10 includes a first rear door 12 and a second rear door 14 pivotally mounted to a door 
surround 15 by hinges 16. The first door 12 is opened first, followed by the second door 14, to 
gain full access to the vehicle load area. A primary latch 18 is mounted hea p near the shut-face of 
the first door 12 to engage and releaseably retain a complementary striker (not shown) provided 
on the opposed shut-face of the second door 14. The latch 18 is lockable to prevent unauthorized 
access to the load space of the vehicle 10. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A latch assembly comprising: 

a latch including a mouth and a latch bolt moveable in a first plane, the mouth including a 
first wedge arrangement having a first abutment surface and a second abutment surface and the 
first wedge arrangement is provided laterally of the_a striker bar, wherein the latch is mountable to 
one of a first vehicle door and one of a vehicle body and a second vehicle door; and 

a striker including a striker bar and a second wedge arrangement having a third abutment 
surface and a fourth abutment surface, wherein the second wedge arrangement is provided 
laterally with respect to the latch bolt of the latch and the striker is mountable to the other of the 
first vehicle door and the other of the vehicle door and the second vehicle door, and wherein 
engagement of the latch bolt of the latch and the striker releasably secures the first vehicle door 
to the one of the vehicle body and the second vehicle door by relative displacement of the latch 
towards the striker, and wherein the first wedge arrangement and the second wedge arrangement 
prevent movement between the latch and the striker in a direction substantially parallel to the 
first plane when the latch assembly is in a latched condition, the first abutment surface and the 
second abutment surface engage the third abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface. 
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2. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface and the 
fourth abutment surface include a guide arrangement to assist the latch in engagement with the 
striker during relative displacement of the latch towards the striker. 

3. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the first abutment surface includes 
a third region and the fourth abutment surface includes a second region substantially parallel to 
the first region. 

4. (Original) The assembly according to any claim 1 wherein at least one of the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface includes a substantially planar region. 

5. (Original) The assembly according to any claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface and 
the fourth surface are proximate to the striker bar. 

6. (Original) The assembly according to claim 5 wherein the striker includes a first arm and 
a second arm that retain ends of the striker bar. 

7. (Original) The assembly according to claim 6 wherein the third abutment surface and the 
fourth surface abutment are provided on at least one of the first arm and the second arm. 

8. (Currently Amended) The assembly according to claim 7 wherein at least one of the first 
arm and the second arm is a metal plate that at least partially encircles the striker bar and 
provides the third abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface. 

9. (Original) The assembly according to claim 6 wherein the first arm and the second arm 
are integral with a structure that mounts the striker to the one of the first vehicle door and the 
one of the second vehicle door and the vehicle body. 

10. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the first abutment surface and the 
second abutment surface are resilient. 
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11. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the first abutment surface includes 
a first region and the second abutment surface includes a second region substantially parallel to 
the first region, and wherein the first region and the second region are separated by a striker 
spacing. 

12. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface includes 
a third region and the fourth abutment surface includes a fourth region substantially parallel to the 
third region, wherein the third region and the fourth region are separated by a latch spacing, and 
wherein the striker spacing is less than the latch spacing. 

13. (Original) The assembly according to claim 1 wherein the third abutment surface includes 
a third region and the fourth abutment surface includes a fourth region substantially parallel to the 
third region. 

14. (Original) A latch assembly comprising: 

a latch including a mouth and a latch bolt moveable in a first plane, the mouth including a 
first abutment surface having a first region and a second abutment surface having a second region 
substantially parallel to the first region, wherein the latch is mountable to one of a first vehicle 
door and one of a vehicle body and a second vehicle door; 

a striker including a striker bar, a third abutment surface and a fourth abutment surface, 
wherein the striker is mountable to the other of the first vehicle door and the other of the vehicle 
body and the second vehicle door, and wherein engagement of the latch bolt of the latch and the 
striker releasably secures the first vehicle door to the one of the vehicle body and the second 
vehicle door by relative displacement of the latch towards the striker; and 

a vertical wedge arrangement to prevent movement between the latch and the striker in a 
direction substantially parallel to the first plane when the latch assembly is in the latched 
condition, and the first abutment surface and the second abutment surface engage the third 
abutment surface and the fourth abutment surface. 
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15. (Original) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein the third abutment surface and 
the fourth abutment surface include a guide arrangement to assist the latch in engagement with 
the striker during relative displacement of the latch towards the striker. 

16. (Original) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein at least one of the third abutment 
surface and the fourth abutment surface include a substantially planar region. 

17. (Original) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein the first abutment surface and the 
second abutment surface are resilient. 

18. (Original) The assembly according to claim 14 wherein the first abutment surface includes 
a first region and the second abutment surface includes a second region substantially parallel to 
the first region, and the first region and the second region are separated by a striker spacing. 

19. (Original) The assembly according to claim 18 wherein the third region and the fourth 
region are separated by a latch spacing, and wherein the striker spacing is less than the latch 
spacing. 

20. (Original) A striker for releasable securement to a latch including a latch bolt having a 
mouth, the striker comprising: 

a mounting portion; 

a striker bar to releasably retain the latch bolt; and 

a first planar surface and a second planar surface substantially parallel to the first planar 
surface and arranged to engage the mouth of the latch and to substantially prevent relative 
deflection perpendicular to a plane of the first planar surface and the second planar surface. 



